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Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
What is Bids for Kids?  
“BIDS” is a biennial dinner-auction that benefits the emerging needs of St. John 
Vianney School. This year’s Bids for Kids Auction - “Garden Gala” - will be our 18th 
in a tradition that started 32 years ago! Even though the bids are for the kids, 
“Garden Gala” is an adults-only evening to gather, celebrate, and give. 
 
When & where? 
March 4, 2023  
Brookfield Conference Center 
325 S. Moorland Rd, Brookfield  
 
Why is it every other year?  
BIDS is truly an all-hands-on-deck community effort. St. John Vianney staff, faculty, 
and an army of volunteers and donors give significant time, talent, and treasure 
for a great cause. Bids for Kids is held biennially to reward our hard work with an 
off-year to refresh and sustain the momentum that’s been going for 32 successful 
years. 
 
How much is raised and where do the funds go? 
Previous Bids for Kids auctions have raised ~$150,000 to support St. John Vianney 
School. Funds target priority areas identified by Parish/School administration and 
the School Committee. Presently, there is a need to continue to improve 
technology as well as physical indoor and outdoor structures. Because BIDS 
reliably raises significant funds, our families are not tasked with small fundraisers 
throughout the year. No door-to-door popcorn sales! 
 

Why “Garden Gala?” 
This year’s theme gives us an opportunity to 
appreciate all the wonderful things happening at 
St John Vianney -- in our children’s faith & 
academic development, and our impact on the 
community. Plus, it gives us a reason to dress in 
your own, beautiful style! We can’t wait to see 
how our talented volunteers will help bring this 
theme to life.  
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How can I help? 
BIDS is an all-hands-on-deck effort. For example, this past year several families 
hosted events or class parties which provided a key infusion of funds to get things 
rolling.  
 
Please consider contributing to Bids for Kids in the following ways: 

(1) Sponsorship 
(2) Participate on a committee 
(3) Solicit or donate items for the auction 
(4) Sign up for a volunteer shift during “Garden Gala” 
(5) Invite friends, family, and fellow parishioners to attend 
(6) Attend “Garden Gala” with the intent to bid early and often! 

 
We support many causes and our budget is tight. How can we still help? 
We understand that it may not be in your family’s budget to sponsor a portion of 
BIDS, but you probably know someone who can. It could be relatives, neighbors, 
or your friends. Maybe you know someone who owns a business, a lake house, or 
who has season tickets to a sporting event.  If each one of us was able to secure 
one sponsor or one auction item, “Garden Gala” will be a huge success.   
 
What if I can’t attend? 
You can still contribute to the cause by: (1) Donating funds; (2) Participating on a 
committee; (3) Soliciting or donating items for the auction; (4) Purchasing a slot 
for one of the Buy It Now social events held later in the year; and (4) Bidding on 
auction items remotely the night of the event. 
 
Who should I contact with questions? 

Shannon Wessing: sswessing33@gmail.com 
Liz Lawrence: ecchudy8@yahoo.com 
Bids4Kids@stjohnv.org 
 Donations: Hayley Larkin, hayleylarkin22@yahoo.com 
 Sponsorships: Amy Sloane, amy.m.sloane@jci.com 

 

How can I stay informed? 
• Look for “Garden Gala” section in SJV’s Shamrock Weekly newsletter 
• Stay in the know by following “SJV Bids for Kids” Facebook page 
• Visit the SJV Garden Gala Website: https://stjohnv.org/school/bids-for-kids-

2023/ 
 


