
St. John Vianney School 
Home & School 

GENERAL MEETING 
May 15, 2019 

Meeting began at 9:15am 
 
Members in attendance: Tanya Baynes, Mary Culligan, Megan Fenlon, Heather Ferber, Janet Fisher, 
Haley Larkin, Elizabeth Matzke, Monica O’Brien, Laura Russell, Jen Schultz, Sarah Schulz, Ann Stith, 
Shannon Wessing, Ann Zitzer 
 

1. Welcome & Opening Prayer:  Shannon Wessing 
2. Treasurer’s Report (Mary Culligan):  

a. Mary reported on recent income. She also provided year-to-date income totals for the 
following: Spirit Wear ($634), Dine Out ($2,600), Box Tops ($1,000 approx.). 

b. She noted that the Box Top program will be changing in the next 1-2 years, and will 
include a digital format.  A chair for box tops fundraising is needed for next year. 

3. Elections 
a. A slate of candidates was presented, voted on and elected. The Home and School 

Executive Board for 2019-20 is as follows: 
i. Shannon Wessing, Chair 
ii. Elizabeth Matzke, Vice Chair 
iii. Megan Fenlon, Secretary 
iv. Jenni Schmus, Treasurer 
v. Mary Culligan, Advisor 

 
4. Committee and Events Reports:  

a. Dine Out: Shannon reported that the final Dine Outs for the school year will be Blaze 
Pizza/DQ and Yo Mama. 

b. Book Fair: Jenni Schmus reviewed plans for the upcoming Scholastic book fair 
scheduled for May 22nd, which will coincide with the spring concert and 8th grade 
Science Fair. She requested help for set up/clean up. 

c. High Interest Day: Jen Schultz provided a recap of High Interest Day. The event 
seemed to go well. Feedback was very positive. Next year, the committee will make a 
few changes to make it easier for the K4-K5 kids to find their classes and to ensure a 
quicker check-in process for presenters. Efforts will be made again next year to ensure 
that SJV’s High Interest Day is not scheduled the same day as Brookfield Elementary, 
as this would make scheduling presenters much more difficult.  



d. Teacher Appreciation Week: Ann Stith recapped the events, which took place April 
4-9th. Several meals were provided for teachers and staff over the course of the week. 
Teachers/staff were given gift cards and custom-embroidered blankets. (Ann noted that 
parents were very generous with gift card donations this year.) Parents filled in for 
teachers’ recess and carline duties, as well. In addition, students sang “You Raise Me 
Up” for teachers in a surprise musical performance. Teachers/staff seemed very happy 
with everything.  

e. Chess Tournament: Shannon Wessing reported that the Chess Scholars tournament 
took place at SJV on May 11. She said it required very little on SJV’s part, but was a 
great opportunity to bring new people to the school, as well as raise money from 
concessions.  Approximately $300 was generated from concessions, which will be 
used to purchase a “brain” for SJV’s Robotics program. 

f. Musical/Fine Arts: Laura Russell reported that, while the musical program has been 
successful, some changes are being considered for next year.  More will be announced 
next year. 

5. Principal’s Report: Mr Shimon was not able to attend, so no report was presented. 
6. New Business: 

a. Shannon Wessing reported that Home and School will now be able to fundraise for 
specific items and earmark those funds for future fiscal years, as needed. (In the past, 
Home and School has been required to spend all funds raised by the end of June, 
which has constricted some of the committee’s longer-term goals.)  

b. Haley Larkin discussed the SJV Golf Outing scheduled for September 30th at Western 
Lakes. She and her husband, Jim, have volunteered to chair the event.  

c. Orientation and Back to School Social: Orientation will be held Wednesday, August 21, 
2019. It will take place from 3-6pm. The Back to School Social will take place 
immediately afterwards, from 4-7pm in the cafeteria and/or outside depending on 
weather. The band No Expectations will perform. There will be dinner options (possibly 
a food truck and/or Cousins subs) available for purchase. Dessert - such as ice cream 
and toppings or popsicles - will be provided at no cost by Home and School.  

d. Volunteers: 
i. There was a discussion about ways to encourage and engage more parents to 

get involved at SJV.  Jenni Schmus described Brookfield Academy’s use of 
“Volunteer Hub”, which displays a daily listing of all events on the school 
website, as well as a simple way to sign up all in one place. It is an expensive 
application but there was discussion about whether Sign Up Genius could be 
configured to offer the same function for SJV.  Attendees liked the idea of 
having all volunteer opportunities visible in one location.  



ii. Additional suggestions were:  
1. Creating a Volunteer Coordinator position or committee within Home 

and School;  
2. Suggesting a minimum volunteer requirement for each family. (For 

example, ask that each family sign up for at least one lunch shift, one 
class party and one home and school event each year, etc.); 

3. Changing the monthly Coffee and Bagels time to coincide with Home 
and School’s General Meetings; 

4. Using Instagram, Facebook and/or social media to organize class parent 
groups, where parents can easily connect with others with any 
questions, ideas, or requests for help (with parties, etc.).  It was 
suggested that this has been effective in other schools in keeping 
parents connected to each other and giving them an easy method for 
getting timely information. Mary Pentler may be able to help with this. 
There was discussion about connecting this effort with Public Relations, 
which will be chaired by Sarah Schulz next year. (Sarah will be 
focussing on writing mini blogs for the Facebook page and Shamrock 
Weekly about positive things happening at the school, etc.) 

e. Battle of the Books: a decision has not been finalized about whether this will continue 
next year, but it is forthcoming from school administration. 

f. DARE- There was discussion about making minor changes to the DARE program to 
make it less costly. There was agreement that the T-shirts are unnecessary, and that a 
less expensive cake should be purchased for the year-end party. (It was also 
suggested that a cake may not be needed at all.) There was discussion about ways to 
thank the officer with a gift at the end of the program.  Janet Fischer agreed to discuss 
these ideas with Mrs. Blaha. 

g. Uniform Resale: Amy Mineau is organizing the next resale on May 24th from 7-9am at 
the Parish Center. 

h. The Festival Committee is looking for more volunteers. Please consider signing up and 
encouraging friends to do so as well. 

 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:45am. 
 
 


