
St. John Vianney School 
Home & School 

GENERAL MEETING 
February 6, 2019* 

 
Meeting began at 1:00pm* 
*Meeting took place at rescheduled date/time due to January 23 snow day. 

 
Members in attendance: Barb Corby, Mary Culligan, Heather Ferber, Janet Fisher, Melissa Kharitou, 
Laura Russell, Brian Shimon, Jen Schultz, Ann Stith, Shannon Wessing 
 

1. Welcome & Opening Prayer:  Shannon Wessing 
2. Secretary’s minutes: Jen Schultz noted that minutes are posted on the parish website; she 

inquired about the process to include minutes in the Shamrock Weekly along with General 
Meeting agendas. Jen will follow-up with Jenni Schmus on this. 

3. Treasurer’s report: Marry Culligan provided recent income information for Box Tops and Dine 
Outs. She noted that budgeting for next year is underway.  

a. Shannon Wessing said that, as part of the budgeting process, decisions need to be 
made about what events to continue, eliminate and add/change for next year.  

b. A discussion followed about the budgeting and event-planning process: Brian Shimon 
clarified that new fundraising events need to be approved by Father Kornath, Rob Lied 
and himself.  Brian would also discuss event ideas with teachers if it involves them. 

c. A discussion followed about event costs, how to cover those costs, and the possibility 
of raising Home and School fees. 

d.  There was discussion about whether parents would support an increase in Home and 
School fees (currently $20/family, once per year) if that would mean fewer requests for 
parents to provide food for events.  

e. The Executive Board will look into a parent survey to get feedback on several of the 
questions raised in this discussion. 

4. Committee and Events Reports:  
a. Catholic Schools Week: Mr. Shimon reported that the Open House was well 

attended, but the classrooms were not, which was disappointing for teachers. He 
reported that there was great feedback on the Hip Hop dance activity and the 
8th-grade-facilitated virtue family activities. He was impressed by the many service kits 
that the kids assembled for the McCannon Brown homeless center, as well as the 
generous donations from parents and businesses. Due to weather/school closures, 
many events did not take place, such as the visit by the Bishop, dance party and trivia. 

b. Daddy-Daughter Dance: will take place this Saturday, February 9th. 



i. Heather Ferber said that next year she is willing to organize a Mother-Son 
activity to take place at the same time. 

c. Bids for Kids: Heather Ferber and Melissa Kharitou provided an update on plans. 
They noted that the event is “in good shape.”  

i. Most tables have been booked. They could possibly add one more, but they 
have filled what they had hoped to fill.  

ii. Through sponsorships ($23,000), class parties ($7,000) and teacher donations 
($3,500) many event costs have been underwritten. Projected income is 
currently at $181,000, with net proceeds estimated at $155,000.  

iii. 40 “golden tickets” but were hoping for 80 and encouraged people to spread the 
word.  

d. Box Tops: The second and last drive for this year is currently underway with goal of 
3,500. The drive is being coordinated by middle school students in the Servant 
Leadership class.  

e. SCRIP: Janet Fischer said that “live” cards are currently available and will also be 
available for sale at parent-teacher conferences. She noted that overall SCRIP sales 
are roughly the same as last year. She said that many “heavy” users of SCRIP don’t 
have children at SJV anymore. However, those declines have been mitigated by new 
initiatives this year, such as “live card” sales at school events and mass. Janet 
encouraged everyone to spread the word about SCRIP, specifically, that it is extremely 
easy it is to use and it costs the user nothing -- rather, the user earns money back on 
purchases they would be making anyway. 

f. Secret Santa Shoppe: There was good feedback about the event again this year. 
Mary Culligan reported that the committee spent approximately $4,000, and had 
$5,000 in sales. (Final numbers were not yet available.)  

g. Breakfast with Santa: Laura Russell reported that approx. 300 people attended and 
feedback was very positive. The event raised (netted) about $1,000, and most of the 
food and supplies were donated. Laura pointed out that SYSCO was used to supply 
most of the food. She said the food was excellent, and the process was simple.  She 
said it was nice not to ask volunteers to sign up and bring food for the event. 

h. Teacher Luncheon: Shannon Wessing noted that the Home and School Exec board 
will be providing food for teachers from 3-7pm on the day of parent-teacher 
conferences.  

 5. Principal’s Report - Brian Shimon 
a. Open Houses: Mr. Shimon expressed a “big thank you” for parent volunteers at the Open 

House events.  He noted that parents gave tours and provided child care and that Shannon 



Wessing gave a presentation about all of the events and social opportunities that SJV offers 
children and parents.  

i. 14 families attended the first event; 11 attended the second. He is following up with all 
families that attended. 

ii. A new video will be available to show at next year’s open houses. 
iii. A suggestion was made to reverse the structure of the evening, so that families take 

the tour first, and then attend the presentation. Start times of both should be publicized. 
b. Catholic Schools Week: Mr. Shimon expressed thanks to all of the volunteers and teachers 

for their participation.  
 
6. New Business 

a. Battle of the Books (BOB): Laura Russell discussed the upcoming (March 19, 6-9pm) 
sectional BOB competition, which will take place at SJV.  The Fine Arts committee will take 
care of running concessions for this event. Approximately $200 will be needed from the Home 
and School budget to cover cost of providing dinner for the 50 volunteers who run the event.  

i. Laura noted that SJV will likely not participate in Battle of the Books again next year. 
Other activities are being looked at to replace it, such a s book club. 

b. After-school STEM: Shannon Wessing inquired about whether a new chair may be needed to 
coordinate parent volunteers for Coding (Mondays 3-4pm) and Mad Science (Fridays 3-4pm).  

i. There was a discussion about whether parent help would be needed oversee 
attendance (check in/check out) procedures, as has been done with Chess Club on 
Fridays.  A discussion followed about logistics. Shannon will follow-up with Coding and 
Mad Science coordinators to confirm whether they are equipped to oversee this. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:40pm. 
 
Next meeting date: Wednesday, March 27th at 9:15am.  
Location: P210 


