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Saint John Vianney Catholic Church 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Subcommittee to Finance Committee 

Meeting Minutes Thursday, March 9, 2023, 2:30 PM  

 
Meetings usually occur the second Thursday of odd-numbered months. As such the next meeting is 

tentatively scheduled Thursday, May 11, 2023, at 2:00 PM. Note: Although the March meeting started 
at 2:30 PM, the normal schedule is 2:00 PM.

 

 

Ex Officio Members  
Fr. Edwin M. Kornath Pastor 
Fr. Marco Valentini Associate Pastor
Robb Lied DAS  
Mailing List  
Paula Folda Church Secretary
Kathy Barutha Pastoral Council Chair
Mark Czarnecki Finance Committee
Members  
Matt Gilbert  
Mike Reiels  
Charles Landey Secretary 
Todd Prudlow Chair 
Mark Herr  
Gordy Gaeth  
    

 

Call to order 

The meeting was called to order by Todd Prudlow.  

Attendance - Members 

Matt, Robb, Todd, Gordy, Charles, Mark and Fr. Kornath were present. Mike was unable to attend. 

Attendance – Guests 

None. 

Opening Prayer 

The meeting opened with the Holy Rosary. 

Minutes 

Minutes from the January 12, 2023 meeting were previously approved and circulated. 
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New Business – Message Signs For Festival 

Consequent to a pedestrian accident on Calhoun during last year’s festival, a city official suggested that 
the parish rent message signs for Calhoun Road during subsequent festivals. Committee opposed. 
Calhoun Road is not our jurisdiction. We do not manage traffic on a public street and we do not put traffic 
signs on someone else’s property. We do not change policy based on a on-off incident, not even a serious 
one. Also there is no reason to believe that the parish was in any way responsible for the unfortunate 
incident. If the city wants message signs, the city can do it; it’s their street. 

Old Business – Interior Lighting LED Troffer Conversion 

Matt is ready to go out for proposals. Two alternatives: (1) Materials and labor. (2) Materials only with 
parish volunteer labor to install. 

Opinion was divided as to the second alternative, even if found to be code compliant. While the electrical 
connections are simple enough for volunteer labor (three wire nuts), the size of the job argues against a 
volunteer crew. Parish maintenance staff and/or volunteers could easily replace a few troffers here and 
there, but a program of this scope would rapidly bog down. 

Problems would include getting together a volunteer crew of sufficient size, keeping the crew together 
until the job is done, ladders and scaffolding, separate disposal of fluorescent lamps (which is regulated), 
warranty, and insurance. Whatever supposed savings would come from volunteer labor would dissipate 
compared to cost of dumpsters, lamp disposal, scaffolding, etc. Also, Charles noted that ceiling work is 
difficult for aging volunteers such as himself. 

Action: Robb will talk to Archdiocese to see if our insurance and our policies would allow for a volunteer 
crew. Charles dissented, stating that the parish is capable of saying “no” to the second alternative without 
going to the Archdiocese. 

School Entrance Plaza 

Plaza does not drain. Water comes into the school lobby. Robb to research to see if still covered by MSI 
warranty. Whether or not covered by warranty, MSI should be called back to the site. Feeling is that the 
parish and MSI knew at the time that the plaza was the lowest-effort design, consisting of floating slabs 
that might move over time and/or might not drain.  

Action: MSI to be asked for its opinion and a possible short-term solution. Ultimate solution will be to 
lower the grade of the parking lot and improve parking lot drainage. 

Campus Drainage Study 

JSD Engineering has proposed a limited drainage study. Matt suggested that the scope (and contract 
amount) be increased to study grades and drainage for the entire campus and around each building. 

Church Main Doors 

In Mark’s judgment, the problem has progressed beyond the cosmetic and now threatens the wood 
material. Mark to take the lead on a contract to strip the finish and to apply the best possible oil-based 
finish. Once the doors are refinished, the finish should be touched up every few years. 
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Sanctuary and Chapel Wear and Dinginess 

Fr. Edwin has noticed the following: 

(1) The Cross at the altar is hanging out of plumb. 
(2) Stucco walls behind the altar have growing cracks. 
(3) In the chapel, the brass tabernacle needs cleaning. 
(4) The chapel tile mosaic needs cleaning. 

At a site visit after the meeting, Matt noted that wax from burning candles over the years has caused the 
dinginess. Also the two wooden statues on the wall to the left and the right of the tabernacle. Matt 
suggested a mixture of kosher salt and fresh lemon juice to clean the brass --- first try on an 
inconspicuous face. The mosaic would need careful TLC cleaning by volunteers with non-ammonia 
solutions on a damp cloth. 

Roof Leaks 

Roof leaks occurred at several spots due to the accumulation of wet snow in changeable weather. 

School Hallway Painting – Tile Surface 

As a trial, Dan painted the glazed tile walls of his office with an epoxy-based paint from Sherwin 
Williams. Before painting the school hallways, we would need to know two things: (1) How this paint 
would wear over time – markers, scratches, peeling, objects attached to the surface with various types of 
tape, etc. (2) Whether the paint will support a touch-up coat should the need arise. 

Rooftop Unit 

A rooftop unit over the parish center has failed. Dillett has so far been unable to repair in place. Although 
out of warranty, we will ask if Dillett will be willing to replace at cost. Repair in place will require a crane 
to deliver and remove parts. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Charles N. Landey, Secretary 


