
Saint John Vianney - Brookfield, WI 
Pastoral Council Minutes 

========================================================================== 
 

Date: Monday, March 01, 2021 
Location: Church Hall 
 
Attendance: X = Present; E = Excused; A = Absent (Enter committee member names below) 
x Father Ed Kornath x Father Alex Nwosu x Gregory Van Winkle, Chair
x Duane McAllister, Vice-chair x Andy Smith, Secretary x Andy Stith 
x John Sloane x Kathy Barutha x Kathy Uy 
x Pam Pyzyk x Robert Scott, Trustee x Randy Freeman, Trustee
x Angela Bravata-Staff  x Joe Tenaglia 
   
 
Opening Prayer by Fr. Kornath  
 
1. AGENDA: Topics/Issues/Projects/Strategic Plan Initiatives/Other 

● Faith Sharing 

● Pastor’s Report 
Father Kornath reported that the selection process for a successor to Dave Sanders as 

Liturgy and Music Director is progressing well, with a number of high-quality candidates. He 
expects to extend as offer to the leading candidate soon.  
 

● Chairperson Report 
Greg Van Winkle introduced two communications/marketing topics for discussion: 

Andy Smith invited the council, parish and school to view all decisions, programs, liturgy 
offerings, ministries, internal and external communications, school achievements and offerings, 
stewardship initiatives, even buildings and grounds upkeep as both marketing ‘potential issues’ if 
needing attention, and, as marketing ‘potential opportunities,’ if promotion worthy. Are we 
capitalizing on all opportunities that we have the capacity to, while also addressing potential 
shortcomings that could drive people away or prevent them from drawing nearer or even joining 
us? How we are perceived is a 24-7-365 job for all of us. Andy also urged a higher and more 
sustained level of coordinated information about the school to non-school parishioners, pointing 
out that this is a huge base of potential financial supporters and source of volunteers that we 
cannot afford to fail to keep informed and engaged in the school...a much larger group than active 
parents or alumnus. There should be regular, ongoing, effective communication in place.  

  

● Finance Report 
Randy Freeman stated that work is continuing toward producing a balanced budget for 

the upcoming year. He reported that the transition to the new and more powerful database will be 
a major endeavor but will pay off in much better information and data from which to make 
decisions, together with greater flexibility. 

 

● Committee Reports 
o Formation Liaison Report (Kathy Uy)  

Kathy Uy reported that the collection date for this year’s Rice Bowls is Palm Sunday. 
First Communion Masses will be May 1st and 2nd, and May 8th and 9th. Confirmation Masses will 
be Monday, May 3rd and Sunday May 16th. The parish is enjoying the benefits of fourteen Lenten 



Small Groups, led by volunteers who have stepped forward and planned their learning and 
discussion programs. Some are in-person, some are online, and some are both. 

 
 Human Concerns Liaison Report (Kathy Barutha) 

Kathy Barutha reported that the committee continues to face a shortage of persons to 
serve on it; they will start actively recruiting. An initiative entitled “Open Wide Our Hearts—
Educating the Parish about Racism” will be undertaken throughout March. An overview and 
evaluation of SJV ministries will be taking place—some have been severely affected by the 
COVID pandemic. Nine volunteers are taking The Holy Eucharist to homebound parishioners. 

 
 School Liaison Report (John Sloane) 

John Sloane reported that the quarterly parent newsletter will be distributed via a link 
within the Shamrock Weekly; more visibility for and continuing information about the school is 
needed. Students are enrolling in SJV’s K3 and K4 programs but some do not continue into K5—
the committee is examining parallel tuition structures at the public and other private schools. The 
committee feels a clear need to better communicate the level of financial support that the parish 
provides to the school, amounting to roughly $900,000 last year. Principal Brian Shimon and 
Director of Stewardship and Communication, Angela Bravata, are working on an “evergreen” 
video (not tied to any date and having a long shelf life) about the school for the website and 
parent/prospect meetings. In addition to the traditional fall Trivia Night, an OUTDOOR Trivia 
Night is being planned for the parking lot on May 15th. More parent volunteers are needed for 
many duties at the school; the committee is considering opening these roles to vetted and trained 
members of the parish.  

 
 Stewardship Liaison Report (Duane McAllister) 

Duane McAllister reported that the committee is working on plans to finalize the 
structure, organization and features of the SJV Disciple’s Journey major initiative and roll it out 
this summer and fall with messaging in the bulletin, on posters, on the narthex and campus TV 
screens, on the website, from the pulpit at Mass, through the school and other channels, and to 
keep continually communication going. It’s not a campaign, it’s a many years’ journey. The 
initiative will be formally called—Disciple’s Journey: SJV Ambassadors for Christ. Other 
topics discussed included a refresh of the parish website to make it easier to navigate and remove 
all excess or out-of-date content and working toward full integration of the more modern database 
recordkeeping and report system. 

 
 Worship Liaison Report (Joe Tenaglia) 

Joe Tenaglia reported that Mass Ministry training was conducted on February 13th, 
which attracted three for Sacristan, thirteen for Eucharistic Minister, four for Lector and seven for 
special COVID after-Mass cleaners. The committee discussed the need for greater reverence and 
understanding of the Real Presence of the Holy Eucharist, and believes this guidance needs to 
come from the pulpit, and in video form. The new Family Mass will take place at the 11:00am 
Sunday Mass starting on April 18th. 

 
2. Formal Council Decisions Made: None 
3. Action/Follow Up Items: None  
4.  Next Meeting Date:  Monday, April 26th, 2021 

Closing . . .  Fr. Kornath offered the closing prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Andy Smith, Council Secretary 


