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Stewardship: A Disciple’s Way of Life 

“Stewardship is a conversion journey of receiving 
God’s love and returning love to him.  A             
conversion requires prayer, reflection and time to 
allow God to show us who we are, and the person 
of love we can become.  Throughout the conversion        
experience, a disciple yearns to change and grow 
into the person God created them to be – a steward 
uniquely his own, but united in one Body through 
Jesus Christ” (The Pillars of Parish Stewardship, 
Diocese of Wichita, 2004). 

“Stewardship is an expression of              
discipleship, with the power to change how 
we understand and live our lives.  Disciples 
who practice stewardship recognize God as 
the origin of life, the giver of freedom, the 
source of all they have and are and will 
be”  (Introduction to Stewardship: A      
Disciple’s Response, USCCB, 1992).  

Jesus calls all of us to be his disciples.  We were baptized into the identity and 
mission of Jesus Christ.  Scripture tells us that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation.  The old has passed away; behold the new has come.”  (2 Corin-
thians 5:17)  Christian disciples live out their faith through stewardship.  
Stewardship is not a campaign, nor a fundraiser, it is a way of life.     

Stewardship is a Conversion Journey of Faith and Trust in Jesus 

We Are First Called to be Disciples 

Stewardship is A Disciple’s Way of Life 

Our Paths are Unique, But We are United in One Body Through Christ 

By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” - John 13:35 

“Beginning in conversion, change of mind and heart, this [stewardship] commitment is expressed 
not in a single action, not in a number of actions over a period of time, but in an entire way of life.  
It means committing one’s very self to the Lord”  (Introduction to Stewardship: A Disciple’s           
Response, USCCB, 1992).  



Stewardship of Time   
Persevere in Prayer                                    
—Romans 12:2 

Lord, quiet my soul so that I can 
spend time with You in prayer 

Action Steps For Spiritual 
Growth: 

· Make Mass your top priority on  Sunday 

· Schedule time for daily prayer (Commit 
to 10 minutes of prayer each day) 

· Pray together with family and loved ones 

· Participate in SJV’s Family Formation  

· Talk to your children about your faith 

· Participate in Friday Eucharistic           
Adoration in Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

· Go to Confession frequently 

“Prayer and Christian life are inseparable,” says the     
Catechism of the Catholic Church.  But as anyone who 
has ever tried to pray on a regular basis knows, prayer 
can be hard work.  That’s why we are to make a firm               
commitment to be persistent.  Just as we learn to budget 
our money or schedule occasions for service, we also 
have to be very specific when we make a time for    
prayer. 

Many people set some time aside to read scripture or go 
to daily Mass.  Others pray a rosary on the way to 
work.  Still others pray with their children before     
bedtime or pray with their spouse before retiring for the 
evening. 

“For Catholics, stewardship of time should 
include setting aside periods for family    
prayer, for the reading of scripture, for  visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament, and for the          
attendance at Mass during the week       
whenever it is possible.” 

U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship 
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Stewardship of Talent 
Serve One Another—John 13:15 

Come, Holy Spirt,                    
Fill me with your gifts so         

that I can serve others 

Action Steps To Increase Your 
Involvement: 

· Re-commit yourself to your current parish 
ministries 

· Choose at least one new ministry to join 

· Train your children to serve 

· Plan to attend parish-wide events           
announced in our bulletin 

· Invite others to attend Mass with you 

· Join a bible study or book club offered at 
the parish 

 

Each day, St. John Vianney Parish and School is 
buzzing with activity.  There are groups that pray 
together, groups that minister to other parishioners, 
and groups that reach out to the community. 

Part of being an active member of our parish is to 
find your niche — the ministry where your personal 
talents can best be put to use.  Reflect on your skills 
and interests. Prayerfully consider how much time 
you can commit to helping.  There are over 100    
ministries and programs to become involved with. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace”      
- 1 Peter 4:10   

“A talent is a gift and a particular raw         
material, and at the same time an opportunity.  
Christ, in giving you a talent, trusts you and 
waits for you to take proper advantage of it.  
If he has given you certain abilities, he is not 
indifferent about what you do with them.  
However, if you have not received these    
abilities, this is also a talent.  A talent is not 
only receiving something, but it is also   
lacking something. 

In the light of faith, the good health you have 
is a talent, but bad health is also a talent.  In 
each case Jesus poses the question, What are 
you doing with this talent? You can waste 
health and, even more so, a lack of health.  
Everything is a gift; a talent is a gift.  God  
continuously bestows gifts on you.”                       
—Fr. Tadeusz Dajczer 
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Ministry of Prayer:
* Eucharistic Adoration
* Centering Prayer
* Extraordinary Ministers
* Prayer Line

Serving Children & Youth:
* Athletics
* Baptism Gowns
* Baptism Greeters
* Baptism Preparation
* Catechist
* Children's Liturgy of Word (CLOW)
* Confirmation - Youth
* Faith-a-Thon
* Sacramental Preparation
* Summer S.W.E.A.T
* Vacation Bible School
* Vocations
* Youth Group

Serving at Mass:
* Altar Server
* Cantor
* Choir - Children's
* Choir - Handbell
* Choir - Adult
* Eucharistic Minister
* Hospitality Minister
* Instrumentalist
* Funeral Liturgy Minister
* Lector
* Library Volunteer - Parish
* Liturgical Environment
* New Member Registration
* Sacristan

Outreach Ministries:
* All Saints Meal Program
* Angel Tree
* Caregivers Support
* Cathedral Center Hospitality
* Divorce Ministry (Single Again)
* Elizabeth Ministry
* Fair Trade Holiday Market
* Faith Seeking Healing
* Firm Believers
* Gleaning at Farmers Market
* Grace Within (formerly M.O.M.S.)
* Grief Ministry
* Habitat for Humanity
* Homebound Ministry
* Interfaith Senior Programs
* Meet & Eat
* Outreach Committee
* Parish Social
* Prayer Shawl Ministry
* Reception Committee
* Repairers of the Breach
* Respect Life Committee
* Ronald McDonald House Brunch
* St. Dismas Jail Ministry -Waukesha
* St. Hyacinth's Food Pantry
* St. Vincent de Paul Meals
* St. Vincent de Paul Society
* SJV Rosalie Center Baby Shower
* SPRED (Special Religious 
Development)
* Summer Service Series
* Twinning - International - Peru
* Twinning - Local - Prince of Peace
* Veteran's Group
* Young at Heart
Other Service Opportunities:
* Building & Grounds
* Confirmation - Adult (RCIA)
* Endowment Fund
* Festival
* Friends of St. Zita
* Human Resources
* LINK Office
* Photographer/Videographer
* Technology

Adult Faith Formation:
* Bible Study
* Confirmation - Adult (RCIA)
* Evangelization Committee
* Men's Ministry
* Ministry to Engaged Couples
* Novel Idea Book Club
* Parish Mission Team
* (RCIA) Rite of Christian Formation 
for Adults & Children
* Small Group Faith Sharing
* Theology on Tap

Serving at School:
* Assemblies
* Back to School Social
* Barnes & Noble Book Fair
* Bids for Kids Biennial Auction
* Birthday Board
* Box Tops
* Catholic Schools Week
* Chess Club
* Cure' d'Ars Annual Fund
* Dine out for SJV
* Display Cases
* End of Year Luncheon
* Fine Arts
* Forensics
* Gym Uniforms
* Health Room
* High Interest Day
* Home and School
* Hospitality
* Hot Lunch Servers
* Lego Club
* Library Committee
* Lost & Found
* New Family Members
* Orientation Day
* Playground Supplies & Toys
* Public Relations
* Room Parents
* School Pak
* Schwan's
* Scouts
* Scrip
* Secret Santa Shoppe
* Spiritwear
* Strings and Band Supporters
* Sunshine
* Teacher Appreciation
* Teacher Luncheons
* Trivia Night
* Uniform Resale
* Welcoming Committee
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Stewardship of Treasure 
Tithe in a Spirit of Joy           
—Sirach 35:8 

O God, give me a generous 
heart.  Help me to put You first 

in my finances 

The Four “P’s” For Financial Generosity:                            
1. Make a PLANNED Gift — God expects more than your loose change.  He wants you to Plan 

to give to your parish on a regular basis 

2. Make your Gift a PRIORITY — God asks for our “first fruits;” Place God before all other 
scheduled payments in your budget 

3. Give a PERCENTAGE of Your Income — In the Old Testament God required a tithe, a tenth 
(10%) of gross income.  Jesus warns us to “take care, to guard against all greed.” - Luke 12:15 

4. Make a PROGRESSIVE Increase — Jesus calls us to give up everything and follow him.  “If 
you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor.”  -Matthew 19:21  

Where Are You on the Pathway of Giving? 

Have you ever created a family budget?  At the top 
of most people’s list of expenses are big items, like 
the mortgage, car payments, and tuition.  Other   
expenses are food, credit card payments, and enter-
tainment.  But how about the Church?  Does St. 
John Vianney Parish have a place in your family 
budget?  Stewardship causes us to rethink our     
priorities.  We are called to place God first in all 
things, including our giving. 

Wr i t ing  a bout  h is  per sonal            
stewardship conversion, Monsignor 
Vin Rush from the Archdiocese of 
New York put it this way, “I had been 
asking, ‘How little can I give and still 
feel OK?’  Then one day I realized, “I 
hope God doesn’t feel the same way 
about me” (Catholic Digest, March 
2006).  

“Well done, good and faithful 
servant.  You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things.  Come 
and share your   Master’s     

happiness!       - Matthew 23:23 



7 

FY 2015-16 Update—St. John Vianney Parish 

July 2015—June 2016 

Stewardship of Treasure                                              

God continues to bless St. John Vianney Parish.  Our 
parishioners have been abundantly blessed with gifts 
of Treasure and have shared those gifts joyfully and  
graciously to help further God’s kingdom on earth.  
We thank each of you for your Stewardship of 
Treasure.  Just as God calls each parishioner to be 
good stewards, as a parish we also have an obligation 
to be faithful stewards with the gifts received.  In the 
last fiscal year St. John Vianney Parish distributed 
11% of Contributions received to needy and worth-
while causes through our Outreach Donations and 
our Diocesan and other   assessments.     Together, we 
grew together in faith through the sacramental       
opportunities offered to parishioners of all ages.     

Doors to Our Faith Campaign 

Our parishioners have also been generous in the 
Doors to Our Faith capital campaign.  To date, the 
parish has received over $1.0 million in contributions  
out of $2.7 million in pledges toward our parish goal 
of $3.9 million.  Construction begins in April, so 
please help us finish strong.  Our future is bright.  We 
look forward — together — to what God has in store 
for the those who place their faith and trust in Him! 

61                          
Baptisms 

101                          
First              

Communicants 

402                          
Day     

School         
Students             

602                          
Christian                

Formation 
Students               

14                          
Weddings 

42                          
Funerals 

The St. John Vianney Family:  2,766 Households; 8,482 Total Parishioners 

We smiled, laughed and cried together, as we grew in faith 

115                          
Confirmations 

“...we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to one another.”  - Romans 12:15 

Parish Income and Expenses: 

Income
Contributions 2,478,578$   
Tuition & Program Fees 1,422,344$   
Cure D'Ars Annual Fund 176,976$      
Investment Income 125,033$      
Festival 112,379$      
Hot Lunch Income 90,396$        
Other Fundraising & Activities 67,722$        
Other Income 32,687$        
      Total Income 4,506,115$ 

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits 2,927,517$   
Supplies & Purchased Services 408,089$      
Capital Improvements 282,414$      
Repair & Maintenance 257,510$      
Utilities 192,375$      
Assessments 149,594$      
Outreach Donations 121,406$      
Legal & Accounting 41,507$        
Insurance 33,942$        
Retreats & Mission 23,017$        
Other Expenses 68,225$        
      Total Expenses 4,505,596$ 

Net Income 519$            
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St. John Vianney Catholic Parish                   

Stewardship 
A Disciple’s Way of Life 

Prayer for a Stewardship Parish 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

My parish is composed of people like me; 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will be prayerful, if I pray. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and 
bring them. 

It will be a parish of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a 
parish with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with 
these same things. 

Therefore, with your help, O God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of 
being all things that I want my parish to be. 

AMEN 

Printed with permission of the Archdiocese of Detroit 


