WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
June 5, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
What’s That Called?
Have you ever wondered what something was called, or if there is a proper name for something you’ve seen in church? During the
next few months, we will begin exploring What’s This in a Catholic Church. The pictures are specific to SJV, however, the
definitions are universal.
Parts of the Church
 Narthex – A gathering space in a church building
 Vestibule – The area of the church just inside the doors but before entering the nave.
 Nave – The main body of a church building.
 Baptistry – Area of the church where baptisms are held.
 Sanctuary – The area which the priest and ministers use like a stage during the Mass.
 Choir Area – The area of the church that provides seating for the choir.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
June 12, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Sanctuary – The area which the priest and ministers use like a stage during the Mass.

Parts of the SJV Sanctuary
The Altar and the sculpture behind the Altar were created very specifically for St. John
Vianney. The descriptions of each are taken from the Dedication booklet for the new
church that took place on October 15, 1978.

Altar – Shown in heavy relief are seven doves
representing the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. They
surround a chalice and host which represent the sacrifice
of the Mass which Christ urged us to repeat in His memory. On the host are the letters “IHS”, a time
honored symbol of Christ taken from the first, middle and last letters of His name in Greek.

Reredos Figure – Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension is symbolized on the reredos wall above
our Altar. The cross in the background represents the crucifixion. The figure of Christ is shown rising
above the tomb to represent His resurrection. The ascension is symbolized by the ethereal forms which
seem to disappear leaving His flock below symbolized by the sheep.

WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
June 19, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Sanctuary – The area which the priest and ministers use like a stage during the Mass.
Parts of the Sanctuary
 Altar – The table on which the Mass is celebrated. Sometimes it looks like a table
and sometimes it looks like a sacrificial block.
 Altar Cloth – The cloth which covers the altar used to protect the altar surface and
as a sign of respect for the holiness of the altar.
 Corporal – A white square cloth used to catch crumbs at the altar.
 Ambo (pulpit) – The stand or reading table from which the readings and homily are
proclaimed.
 Lectionary – The book of readings from the Bible.
 Presidential or Presider’s Chair – The chair on which the celebrant sits.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
June 26, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Sanctuary – The area which the priest and ministers use like a stage during the Mass.
Parts of the Sanctuary
 Candles – Reminders that Christ is our light.
 Processional Cross – A cross or crucifix that is carried in procession at the
beginning of Mass.
 Gospel Book – A special book containing just the gospels for the Mass used at
more solemn occasions.
 Roman Missal – The altar book containing prayers for Mass (previously called the
Sacramentary).
 Cruets – The containers used to hold the water and wine at Mass.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
July 3, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Sanctuary – The area which the priest and ministers use like a stage during the Mass.
Parts of the Sanctuary
 Credence Tables – The tables located to the left of the Altar, used to hold the
purificators, chalices and other items needed for the celebration of Mass.
 Chalice – A cup used at Mass to hold the blood of Christ
 Purificator – A cloth used to clean the vessels at Mass and to wipe the chalice
during Communion.
 Lavabo bowl, finger towel and water cruet – Used for the rite before Eucharistic
prayer.
 Paten – The plate used to hold the body of Christ.
 Communion Bowls – Containers used for distribution of Holy Communion.
Sanctuary
 Cups – Cups used for distribution of the precious blood of Christ.
 Host – The bread used at Mass. It becomes the body of Christ.
 Wine – One of the two substances consecrated by the priest during Mass. It becomes the blood of Christ.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
July 10, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Baptistry – Area of the church where baptisms are held.
At St. John Vianney, the baptismal font is in the main body of the church so that baptisms can take place at Mass with the
congregation present, for baptism is entrance into the community of the Catholic Church. Its high visibility reminds us each Sunday
of the baptismal citizenship in Christ’s Church.
(Taken from the Liturgy of Dedication booklet for St. John Vianney.)
Holy Water Font – A dish or container for holy water, usually at the entrance of the church (may also be called holy water stoops).
Baptismal Font and Pool – The receptacle used during baptisms to hold the water as it is poured.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
July 17, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Baptistry – Area of the church where baptisms are held.
Ambry – A recess in the church wall for storing the oils.
Oils – Blessed olive oil used for sacraments. There are three kinds: Sacred Chrism (which is
scented), Oil of Catechumens, and Oil of the Sick.

Baptistry

Easter Candle – The large elaborately decorated candle used to proclaim the resurrection. Also used
at baptisms and funerals (also called the Paschal Candle).
Holy Water Receptacle – A container used to hold the holy water. Holy water is regular water, blessed
by the priest and used as a reminder of baptism and to bless other objects. At SJV, the holy water
receptacle is located in the Narthex.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
July 24, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Nave – The main body of a church building.

Crucifix – A cross with the image of Christ on it. The crucifix on the rear wall of SJV is from St. John Vianney’s old church where it
hung above the altar for 20 years.
Pew – The bench where people sit in church.
Stations – Fourteen (14) pictures or sculptures, usually along the walls of the church, depicting Christ’s passion and death.
Lectern – The stand or reading table from which the cantor leads the singing. Sometimes announcements or prayers are also led
from here.
Vigil Lights – Candles which burn for a day or a week in a rack or on a side altar in church.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
July 31, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Various Other Terms
Aspergillum – The sprinkler used with the holy water.
Ashes – Burned palm branches placed on the forehead as a call to repentance.
Palms – Branches used to recall Christ’s entry into Jerusalem.
Censer – A container on a chain in which is placed the charcoal on which the incense burns (also called a Thurible).
Boat – A container which holds incense.
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WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
August 7, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Various Other Terms
Pyx – The container used to bring communion to the sick.
Sacrarium – A special sink in the sacristy used for purifying vessels and disposing of holy water. It drains into the ground instead
of the sewer system.
Relics – Small pieces of bones, hair, or other artifacts from saints or associated with them. Altars in permanent churches often have
relics imbedded in or underneath them.
Reconciliation Room (confessional) – The place where confessions are heard.
Pall – A large white cloth used to drape a casket at funerals.
Pall – A small linen covered square used to cover a chalice.
Priedieu – A portable kneeler.

Pyx
Sacrarium
Relics

Pall

Pall
Reconciliation Room

Priedieu

WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
August 14, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Eucharistic Chapel – The room where the tabernacle is located if not in the sanctuary. St. John Vianney’s Eucharistic Chapel is
called the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

Parts of the Eucharistic Chapel
Tabernacle – The box in which the Eucharist is stored for distribution to the sick.
Sanctuary Lamp – A special candle burning next to the tabernacle 24 hours a day to remind us of Christ’s presence in the Eucharist.
Altar of Repose – Table which holds the tabernacle.
Ciborium (plural is ciboria) – The cup or cups used to hold the body of Christ. Usually has a cover.
Monstrance – A vessel used to display the host or a relic.
Pyx and Luna – The containers for the host that goes into the monstrance.

Tabernacle

Sanctuary Lamp
Altar of Repose

Ciborium

Monstrance

Pyx and Luna

WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
August 21, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
As you enter the narthex of St. John Vianney Church, you’ll notice the stylized winged angels which form the theme of the windows
of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. The wall of etched-glass windows gives an open feeling to worshippers in the chapel and also
permits people in the narthex, and even outdoors, to see in and be reminded of the centrality of the Eucharist in Catholic life. Freeform abstract bodiless angels are seen in the etched-glass.

In the prayer between the Memorial and Concluding Acclamation of Mass, we commonly ask God to have His Angels take the
sacrifice “to your altar in heaven”. These crystal wings of angels encompass the faithful and point upwards toward the heavenly altar
invisible to us.
Above the etched-glass windows are faceted-glass windows that continue with the theme of winged angels pointing upward toward
the heavenly altar.

WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
August 28, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Eucharistic Chapel – The room where the tabernacle is located if not in the sanctuary. St. John Vianney’s Eucharistic Chapel is
called the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

As you enter the chapel, you’ll notice the sanctuary lamp (A), high on the wall to the right, which burns 24 hours a day to indicate
the presence of Christ in the tabernacle.
The Blessed Sacrament is kept in the tabernacle (B), which is locked at all times. Consecrated hosts are taken to ill or homebound
parishioners in a small gold-plated carrier called a pyx.
The hammered brass tabernacle door bears the Greek symbol of Jesus Christ (C), the interior is lined with a design of selected
hardwoods and the blessed hosts are kept in gold plated ciborium behind a sheer curtain trimmed with gold beads. The altar of
repose (D), holds the tabernacle.
There is a cross with the figure of Christ crucified upon it (E) as according to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM). It is desirable that such a cross should remain near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations, so as to call to mind for
the faithful the saving Passion of the Lord.
Also according to the GIRM, candlesticks (F) are required for the different liturgical services for reasons of reverence and should be
appropriately placed either on the altar (G) or around it. Angel wings are embossed on the wooden altar in the chapel.
A stone mosaic (H) surrounds the tabernacle. In the center of the mosaic, are chalice forms (I) to indicate God’s grace through His
Body and Blood. Symbols of people praying in the orans position (J) embrace the chalices. This is the way the priest holds his
hands when he leads the presidential prayers and the Eucharistic Prayer. All God’s people join in the eternal liturgy with angels and
archangels through the Eucharist.

WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
September 4, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?

Additional Parts of the Eucharistic Chapel
Two statues grace the walls of the chapel. One statue is of Mary depicted as “Our Lady of
Grace” as traditionally Mary is considered, “the new Eve” and victorious over the evil serpent
her feet are crushing.

The other statue is Jesus holding the Holy Eucharist. Jesus said, “I am the living bread that
came down from heaven…he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood will live forever.” (Jn
6:51). Bernard “Bernie” Gruenke, the architectural designer of our SJV church, designed
this statue of Jesus holding the Holy Eucharist with the inscription “Sharing the bread of
life” as a tribute to all those parishioners who brought the Blessed Eucharist to his wife and
him when they were homebound. To him, each of these parishioners was the face of Christ
to them.

Two stands of vigil lights, each containing 30 glass containers
for the candles, are available to be lit for prayer intentions. A
small donation is required to help pay for the candles.

The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open each day during the same hours as the church proper. Each Friday, parishioners take turns to
pray in the chapel during adoration.

WHAT’S THAT CALLED?
September 11, 2016

WHAT’S THIS?
Ablution Cup or Bowl
A small cup or bowl, filled with water, sometimes complete with lid and accompanied by a small linen towel. Usually it is placed
near the tabernacle or on the credence table to provide a way for Eucharistic ministers to purify their fingers after distributing since
sometimes fragments of the sacred host stick onto them. From time to time a host may fall on the floor and it can then go into this
bowl to be dissolved for disposal in the sacrarium.

