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High quality middle school programs support student  
achievement with focused and rigorous instruction incorporating 
higher level thinking skills, differentiated instruction and  
assessment, student engagement and application of skills to  
promote continuous learning.  Academic excellence is more  
frequently observed where teachers function as an instructional 
team of collaborators supported by a schedule and structure that 
supports instructional teaming.

Beginning with the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year, 
middle school students in grades six, seven, and eight at St. John 
Vianney School in Brookfield, Wisconsin experienced a new and 
expanded middle school model that promotes opportunities and 
initiatives for increased learning and focused instruction.  Most  
notably, this model was developed with a priority for strong  
Catholic identity so that all SJV students grow as intentional  
disciples who understand and live their faith.

What has this meant for our students?
•	 Academic	achievement	supported	by	data
•	 Opportunities	to	explore	varied	interests	
•	 Active	learning	
•	 Differentiated	instruction
•	 Increased	independence	
•	 Learning	relevant	to	experience	and	goals

By SJV Middle School Students and Staff



How Did We Accomplish This Transformation?
Studying the characteristics of middle level learners, we knew we 
had to develop a learning environment responsive to their particular 
developmental needs.  Students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grade 
demonstrate these learner characteristics. 
•	 Increased	ability	to	transition	from	concrete	to	abstract	thinking	
•	 Curious	about	the	world	with	a	wide	range	of	interests	and	pursuits	
•	 Preference	for	active	over	passive	learning	experiences	
•	 Preference	for	interaction	with	peers	during	learning	activities	
•	 Positive	response	to	opportunities	to	participate	in	real	life	situations	
•	 Developing	sense	of	self	within	community
•	 Developing	capacity	for	independence
•	 Wide	range	of	individual	intellectual	development	

Flexible Grouping 
•	 Skill	groups	
•	 Interest	groups
•	 Social	groups	
•	 Informal	learning	groups	
•	 Formal	learning	groups	
•	 Study	teams	

Middle School Electives 
•	 3D	Art
•	 Accelerated	Math
•	 Discipleship
•	 Executive	Skills
•	 General	Art
•	 General	Music	
•	 Learning	Resource
•	 Shamrock	Choir
•	 Technology	

Redesigned Schedule 
•	 Heterogeneous	grouping	configurations	for	different	 
 subjects to promote positive effects on achievement,  
 self-esteem, and social relationships
•	 First	and	second	semester	electives
•	 Lunchtime	options	for	recess,	resource,	library,	 
 and computers
•	 Common	prep	time	for	teachers	to	support	collaborative 
 planning, data review, and professional learning 
 community

Differentiated Instruction  
•	 Skill	development	
•	 Developmentally	appropriate	
•	 Responsive	to	special	abilities	
•	 Responsive	to	special	needs	

In middle school science, the students are able to enrich their 
learning through hands-on exploration, observations, and 
reasoning. Each lab encourages students to use the scientific 
method and collaborate within groups of their peers.  
Laboratory experiments range from squid dissections  
(pictured) to building DC Motors with a Styrofoam cup.

Our Learning Support program affords students across all ability levels the  
appropriate level of differentiated instruction in reading and language arts.   
Responsive instruction for comprehension with explicit vocabulary work for literature 
and disciplinary literacy along with skill and strategy instruction in writing process 
have resulted in significant growth in student achievement.

Students in Discipleship elective made 135  
sandwiches and delivered them to The Guest 
House of Milwaukee.  The students had a tour of 
The Guest House and learned about the many 
programs it provides men in the inner city of 
Milwaukee. 



   

   

   

Rachel
Borkowski
7th Grade Language Arts 

8th Grade Religion 

B.S.– Cardinal Stritch  
University– Elementary  
Education 

Dual Certification in Special 
Education and Minor in Literacy 

Deborah
Schroeder
6th Grade Language Arts 

7th Grade Religion 

B.A.– Carroll University– Education 

M.E.– UW– La Crosse- 
Professional Development 

Minor in Social Studies 

Emily Knippel 
8th Grade Language Arts 

6th Grade Religion 

B.A.– Cardinal Stritch  
University- English;  
Secondary Education  

Ms. Borkowski began teaching at SJV in the fall of 2015.  She is  
currently teaching 7th grade English and 8th grade Religion. For  
middle school and high school, Ms. Borkowski attended Catholic 
schools in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. She also obtained a  
Bachelors degree in Elementary Education from Cardinal Stritch  
University in Milwaukee. Ms. Borkowski loves reading, listening to 
music, dancing, playing softball, cooking, and spending time with her 
family and friends. 
  

Born and raised in West Allis, Ms. Knippel received a great Catholic 
education within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, Kindergarten 
through High School, and is very excited to continue her faith  
journey here at SJV  teaching 8th grade Literary Writing and 6th 
grade Religion. Ms. Knippel is also in her last year of  
graduate school at Cardinal Stritch University for Educational  
Leadership. Her interests include coaching basketball and softball, 
reading and running and playing outside with her dog, Winston.  

This is Mrs. Schroeder’s tenth year at St. John Vianney.  She  
previously taught Language Arts and English as a Second  
Language at St. Anthony’s School in Milwaukee and at Dean 
School in Brown Deer.  She is married to her husband, Chris, and 
has a 16 year old son, Joe.  Her family loves to hike, garden and 
explore the world through travel. 

Middle School Teaching Team 



   

   

   

Deb Blaha 
6th-8th Grade  
Math 

B.S.– UW– Steven’s Point-
Elementary Education 

Minors in Math & Science 

M.A.– Marian College–
Educational Leadership 

Sharon Heinen 
6th-8th Grade  
Science

B.A.– Cardinal Stritch  
University- Elementary  
Education  

Minor in Literacy 

Francis
Dempsey
6th-8th Grade  
Social Studies 

B.A.– St. Norbert College- 
History; Secondary Education  

After teaching SJV fifth graders for seven years, Mrs. Blaha is excit-
ed about her new role at St. John Vianney.  Prior to teaching at 
SJV, Mrs. Blaha taught preschool, substitute taught in the School 
District of Elmbrook and at SJV, taught religious education at St. 
Therese and Queen of Apostles and taught ACT prep classes to 
high school juniors.  Mrs. Blaha also taught in the School District of 
Menomonee Falls for seven years and during that time earned her 
Masters Degree in Educational Leadership from Marian College.  
Mrs. Blaha and her husband are parishioners of SJV, and their 
youngest daughter is a seventh grader at SJV.  Their oldest daugh-
ter and their son are alumni of SJV.  Mrs. Blaha enjoys running, 
biking, swimming, camping, volunteering and spending time with 
family and friends. 

Born and raised in Glenview, Illinois, Mr. Dempsey made his way 
north to receive a great Catholic education at St. Norbert College 
before teaching for two years at St. Thomas More and St. Matthew 
Schools in Green Bay.  While there, Mr. Dempsey taught World  
History, US History and Language Arts.  In order to be closer to 
family, Mr. Dempsey moved to the Hartland area where he resides 
and taught at University Lake School for two years.  When he is not 
in the classroom, you will find Mr. Dempsey biking, playing football, 
tennis, ultimate Frisbee or just relaxing at home with a good book or 
his banjo.  Other hobbies include listening to music and singing, 
technology, and a great deal of photography.   

Mrs. Heinen is our middle school science teacher.  She graduated 
in May 2015 while completing her student teaching placements in 
the West Bend area. Mrs. Heinen currently resides in Richfield with 
her husband, Dave, who is an elevator mechanic. In her free time 
she enjoys cooking, reading, cheering on her favorite Wisconsin 
teams and spending time with family and friends. She has a pas-
sion for traveling and spent a majority of her summer exploring 
places outside of Wisconsin.   

Middle School Teaching Team 



A Record of Success

Our	middle	school	model	was	unique	because	
it	allowed	us	to	develop	our	independence.		The	
elective schedule gave us choices about what we 
wanted	to	learn.		I	really	loved	that	I	was	able	to	
make certain decisions for myself while in middle 
school	at	SJV.		Learning	to	make	good	decisions	for	
myself will help me in the future.
Hannah Prudlow, Brookfield Central High School

In	all	my	subject	areas,	I	have	done	well	because	of	
the	strong	background	I	received	from	SJV.		I	was	
able to excel in advanced classes because of the 
strong	and	challenging	curriculum	I	received	at	
SJV.
Ally Kormanik, Catholic Memorial High School

I	felt	very	prepared	for	high	school	coming	out	of	
SJV.		I	am	in	Freshman	Algebra	2	and	Advanced	 
Biology.		Next	year	I	will	be	in	Honors	Geometry	
and	Honors	Chemistry.		SJV	helped	me	gain	the	
confidence to participate in class often, ask for 
help and become a leader in group activities.
Anna Small, Divine Savior Holy Angels High 
School 

St. John Vianney transformed me into a 
well-rounded student with a drive to learn more 
and serve the world.
Sean Demmon, Marquette University High School

Alumni Experience
•	 For	ten	consecutive	years,	St.	John	Vianney	 
 middle school students achieved the highest 
 overall point score at the Milwaukee  
	 Archdiocese	Faith-a-Thon.

•	 SJV	middle	school	students	achieved	an	average 
 of 171% of their annual projected academic 
 growth goals* for mathematics by the end of   
	 the	first	semester	of	the	2015-2016	school	year.

•	 SJV	middle	school	students	achieved	an	average 
	 of	134%	of	their	annual	projected	academic		 	
 growth goals* for reading by the end of the first  
	 semester	of	the	2015-2016	school	year.

•	 SJV	middle	school	students	achieved	an	average	 
	 of	180%	of	their	annual	projected	academic		 	
 growth goals* for language arts by the end   
	 of	the	first	semester	of	the	2015-2016	 
 school year.

•	 All	St.	John	Vianney	band,	strings,	vocal	and 
	 piano	students	participating	in	the	spring	2016 
 Wisconsin School Music Association Solo and 
	 Ensemble	Competition	received	awards	of	 
	 1st	or	2nd	in	their	respective	divisions.

•	 SJV	sports	teams	annually	place	in	top	ranks	in 
 tournament play in interscholastic volleyball 
 and basketball.

•	 Each	spring,	SJV	fields	winning	teams	in	tennis 
 and track and field

*Based	on	Measures	of	Academic	Progress	standardized	test	results.

Quantitative Evidence

Faith 
Excellence 

Community 

The	success	of	all	ventures	at	St.	John	Vianney	
School in grounded in the strong foundation of 
our	Catholic	Faith.	Our	record	of	successes	will	
continue to expand as we pursue measure of 

excellence identified by the National Standards 
and  Benchmarks for Catholic Schools. 



Learning to be  
independent is one 
of the most important 
skills to have, and we 
are taught how to make 
our own choices.  

The SJV middle school is a place to 
grown in faith and in responsibility.

Bridget P., Grade  6

I love how the teachers 
always expect the best 
from us. It helps to keep 
our goals high and feel 
good about ourselves. 
The middle school 

prepares us for the challenges in life 
and I always feel welcome. 

Missy F.,  Grade 6

SJV Community Testimonials
Our electives are one reason our  
middle school is so great.  Every  
semester we have different  choices.

Ryan H., Grade 7

St. John Vianney’s middle school is a great experience. 
In middle school here, we get to interact and become 
better friends. I personally like the wide range of  
electives that we have here. 

Cade H., Grade 6

The middle school learning support model for reading and language arts has produced significant growth for 
students across all ability levels.  This is substantiated by data collected by the Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP) assessments.

Mrs. Courtney Albright, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

The curriculum helps 
us reach our fullest 
potential and we are 
encouraged to do our 
best.  Our teachers 
ensure that all  

students perform to the best of their 
abilities.

Claire K., Grade  8

I love the color groups we have 
in our middle school.  Through 
our color groups we get to inter-
act with other students from  
different classes and grades.  
This is great team building and 

a bonding experience with others.
Chloe O.,  Grade 8

Through the Learning Support program, our goal is to help guide and challenge each student to reach his/her 
potential by providing support in collaboration with the middle school teachers. Working as a team of motivat-
ed students and dedicated teachers, we have made great progress toward that goal. The middle school team 
meets frequently to collaborate, and as a result, research-based best practice is implemented in all middle 
school classrooms. The result is students on task and actively engaged in learning. 

Mrs. Gloria Goss, Learning Support Teacher

The teachers and students do an excellent job of working together to build a sense of community in the middle 
school. We work together, learn from each other, and build positive relationships each day. Through this sense 
of community, students thrive and feel a strong sense of achievement and accomplishment as they progress 
through the middle school. By the time our students graduate 8th grade, they are more than ready to excel in 
high school. 

Mr. Dan Demeter, Principal

In our middle school 
we learn, have fun 
and walk by faith all 
at the same time. 

Eric D.,  Grade 7

SJV middle school has a wide 
variety of activities that appeal 
to all students. I am personally 
fond of the sports program. 
Students have a great time 
playing basketball, volleyball, 

tennis, and track. 
Ainsleigh G.,  Grade 6



About St. John Vianney School
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

As	a	community	grounded	in	the	gospel	message	of	Jesus	Christ,	St.	John	Vianney	Catholic	Parish	School	
of the Milwaukee Archdiocese inspires students to become individuals who know, value and live their 
Catholic faith. Committed to the highest standards of excellence, we develop each child’s fullest  
potential spiritually, academically, artistically and physically though a partnership with the clergy,  
parents, highly-educated professionals and the greater community. 

AWARD WINNING

St.	John	Vianney	School	was	awarded	Exemplary	Recognitions	by	the	Archdiocese	of	Milwaukee	in	 
three areas:
•	 Information	Technology	and	Media	Skills 
•	 Innovative	Programs	-	Learning	Support	Program 
•	 Marketing	and	Recruitment 

SJV	retains	this	honor	for	the	years	2014-2019

St. John Vianney School has been selected as a recipient of the  
2015	Innovations	in	Catholic	Education	award	from	Today’s	Catholic	Teacher.	 
We are honored to be judged among the top Catholic schools in the nation for 
innovations in education. SJV’s award was achieved in the area of innovative 
projects in curriculum and instruction. 

OUR DAILY COMMITMENT

At.	St.	John	Vianney	School,	we	Walk	by	Faith	by	living	out	
our	Catholic	Identity.	We	believe	that	the	development	of	
our	students’	God-given	potential	begins	with	the	parents	
at home and grows through collaboration with the school 
community. Community is at the heart of Catholic  
education. At SJV, we broaden our involvement as  
members	of	the	Catholic,	Christian	Community.	It	is	not	
simply	a	concept	to	be	learned,	but	a	reality	to	be	lived.	To	
create a spiritual and educational environment of Christian 
living, we are expected to make good choices and uphold 
the tenets of intentional discipleship as proclaimed by the 
Gospel	message	of	Jesus	Christ.	



Special Features

Visual arts, music, and theater are unique qualities of the SJV experience. 

Religious instruction is taught  
collaboratively by the teachers,  

pastor, and associate pastor.

Strong connections develop 
between students and faculty.

We have highly successful interscholastic  
athletic programs with strong backing from the 

wider parish community.

The SJV middle school is a vital component  
of a larger award winning  

academic program.

Learn More
For	more	information	about	St.	John	Vianney	School’s	exemplary	Catholic	middle	school	program	 

please contact: 

Pamela Pyzyk, President 
pamp@stjohnv.org

Dan Demeter, Principal 
dand@stjohnv.org

Even	better,	schedule	a	visit	to	see	us	in	action!	Call	262-796-3942


