
St John Vianney Parish 

School Board 

October 28, 2013 

 

Members in attendance: Toni Kroeplin, Chair; Rob Durham, Vice-Chair; 

Bill Hattendorf, Parish Council Liaison; Anne Brown, Andy Hillig, Heather 

Kormanik, Abe Fisher, Tricia Piette, Victoria Alberts, Home and School 

Liaison; Chris Gordon, Principal and Pam Pyzyk, President.  

 

Absent: Elizabeth Lange  

 

Faculty Representatives: Emily Knippel, Kate McRae, and Linda Moss.    

 

Meeting began at 6:55 with a welcome and faith sharing.  

 

1. Liaison reports 

a. Faculty Report- Linda Moss reported that the accreditation team 

has completed two standards.  The team has presented evidence and 

reviewed the narratives.  Emily Knippel reported that there is a new 

middle school learning support teacher that will assist students in 

reading, writing and math.  Also, she shared that the 8
th

 graders 

recently attended a silent retreat where they learned about self-

reflection and silent prayer.  Kate McRae reported that she is working 

to integrate technology in the primary grades.  She has introduced the 

Raz-Kids program.       

  

b. Home and School-Victoria reported that next week Tuesday is 

Vianney Varieties.  The school play will be announced that evening.  

The family mentor committee is excited to welcome five new 

families.  H&S is kicking off the next Bids for Kids.  There is going to 

be a meeting to identify a theme on November 7
th

 in  P209.  They are 

still looking for a co-chair for the next Bids.      

 

c. Parish Council-Administrative Services is focused on the Scrip 

program and the desire to increase utilization throughout the Parish. 

 

2.  Chair’s report-  

a. School Board Expectations- Toni thanked everyone who 

volunteered for Commitment Weekend at the parish.  She passed out 

the Annual Fund commitment forms and “ask” letters.  She 



encouraged everyone to return their commitments even if they are just 

committing to prayer.  We would like to have 100% commitment 

from the School Board.  Toni reviewed the current draft of the School 

Board’s strategic plan.  She requested that everyone review and 

comment if anything needs to be revised.  After everyone has 

reviewed and commented, the final version will be submitted to Parish 

Council.       

 

 

3. Principal’s report- Chris reported on the different activities/in-services 

that the teachers participated in during the Fall break.  Also, she reported 

that she met with Associate Superintendent for curriculum review who 

found we are in compliance.  In 2016, we will have the opportunity to apply 

for additional exemplary status in curriculum development.  Now we are 

creating a good foundation.  Chris presented information regarding 

Wisconsin Parental Choice Program.  Chris explained that the application 

process is tedious and extremely selective.  The initial reaction is that SJV 

would not qualify.           

 

4. President’s report-  

a. School updates-  Pam has been giving a lot of tours.  We have 

gained 10 new students since the beginning of the school year.  We 

budgeted for 480 students, but opened with 458.  Now we are at 468 

and only need 12 most spots filled for this year.  Pam reported that the 

out of town families have mentioned that they learned about us from 

the website.    

 

b. Annual Fund- Reports mailed at the end of September.  There was 

a reception to kick off the annual fund on 10/19 directly after the 4:30 

mass.  It was not as well attended as the committee would have liked.  

There were 339 participants in the Annual Fund last year.  This year 

they would like to increase the number of participants.  The goal is to 

raise $150,000.        

 

c. Technology committee- Pam reported that the Technology 

Committee looked at a student information system/parent portal.  

Infinite Campus used by Elmbrook School system.  They had a 

presentation and some staff are reviewing specific components.  Also, 

the Arch is potentiality looking at new systems as well.   

 



d.  Scrip  -  There was a lot of discussion about this at Parish Council, 

but Pam did explain that this has previous been rolled out to the 

Parish.  The Parish would like to try and increase participation with 

another push using pulpit announcements and a tables set up outside 

after mass for a few weeks.    

 

   

5. Subcommittee reports- 

a. Finance- Heather reported that this Friday there will be the first 

Finance Committee meeting.  Finance will be discussing registration 

letter and benchmark study of tuition.  Pam mentioned that there is 

another group working of benchmarking and Heather will follow up.       

 

b. Policy-  No report out due to time constraints.  

 

c. Long range planning- Andy shared that LRP has been focused on 

Exemplary Awards.  Committee reviewed the six potential awards and 

narrowed it down to three awards that we will pursue:  Innovative 

Programing-Learning Support; Information Technology and Media 

Skills, and Marketing and Recruitment.  Submissions are due January 

14
th
.  There are subgroups working to collect information and work on 

the applications.    

 

d. Advancement- The Committee reviewed the new school video.  

Rob reported the Open House is targeted for January 10
th
 and 13

th
. 

Advancement is considering options to possibly change the format 

this year.  The Shamrock Success is being printed and the plan is to 

distribute to staff, families, parish families among others.  

Advancement is creating a “Press Kit” and are targeting Real Estate 

agents.  In addition, the Committee is trying to reach out to legacy 

families to get information regarding their experiences and potentially 

use this for marketing purposes.    

 

6. New Business- none  

 

7. Old Business- none 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.  The next School Board meeting is 

November 11
th

 at 6:30 (not CLN).   
 


