
OUR CHURCH 

February 1, 2015 

January 25, 2015 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Our church, as we see it, was dedicated on October 15, 1978.  An excerpt from the dedication booklet is as follows: 
“Our new church in its physical form is truly a beautiful edifice…a wonderful building. We must now make this new house our 
spiritual home. We must breathe into it a ‘soul’ by our community worship. Then, together, this new body and renewed spirit will be 
most pleasing in the eyes of God. 
 

May it move us to a new level of obedience to His Will. May it increase in us a love of God in others. May our new spiritual life be 
an inspiration to our children’s children.” 
 Reredos figure: Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension is symbolized on the reredos wall above our 

altar. The cross in the background represents the crucifixion. The figure of Christ is shown rising above 
the tomb to represent His resurrection. The ascension is symbolized by the ethereal forms which seem to 
disappear leaving His flock below symbolized by the sheep; 

 The Altar: Shown in heavy relief are seven doves representing the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord). They 
surround a chalice and host which represent the 
sacrifice of the Mass which Christ urged us to repeat 
in His memory. On the host are the letters “IHS” a time-honored symbol 
of Christ taken from the first, middle and last letters of His name in 
Greek. 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Taken from the dedication of SJV October 15, 1978: 

“You will see that this church, like the spirit of the parish, is especially unique. We have a small 
chapel which is back-to-back with the main body of the church. The Blessed Sacrament will 
repose here for more intimate worship. When the community gathers for spiritual celebration, 
however, the Blessed Sacrament will be brought into the main body of the church. This 
transferring will allow the facilities to be used for secondary purposes when occasions arise. In 
effect, we have the best of two seemingly incompatible situations.” 

 
 Holy Communion Mosaic: Chalice forms surmounted by rays indicated by God’s grace 

through the body and blood of Christ; 
 Blessed Sacrament Chapel: Stylized wings of angels form the theme of the windows in the 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel. In the prayer between the Memorial and Concluding 
Acclamations of the Mass, we commonly ask God to have His Angel take the sacrifice “to 
your altar in heaven.” Wings of angels encompass the faithful and point upwards toward 
the heavenly altar, invisible to us. 



OUR CHURCH 

February 15, 2015 

February 8, 2015 

WHAT’S THIS? 
There are twelve stained glass windows in the church. The next two weeks we will name each of the holy men and women portrayed 
in the windows. See if you can find these six on the back wall. 
 Esther – the Jewish queen of the king of Persia who saved her people from massacre. She is traditionally shown with her 

hands in prayer for her people; 
 Judith – holds the sword which she took from her enemy, Holofernes, and slew him; thereby saving her country and her 

people from siege; 
 Abraham – Father of God’s Chosen People. He is shown with a dagger because his faith and obedience were proven by his 

readiness to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac, at God’s command; 
 Moses – Greatest Hebrew sage and lawgiver, Moses is shown holding the tablets of the Ten Commandments. He transformed 

his people into a godly nation, with a new order to social justice, love of neighbor and self-discipline; 
 St. Peter – was a fisherman and called to be one of the first of Christ’s apostles. Our Lord chose him to be the Rock of His 

Church…His Vicar on earth, the head and prince of His apostles. Peter is shown with the Keys of the Kingdom of God; 
 St. Paul – Apostle to the Gentiles, he carried the Gospel to the limits of the world. He is shown with a sword as defender of 

the Faith, and with a scroll signifying his many writings. 

WHAT’S THIS? 
There are twelve stained glass windows in the church. Last week we introduced you to six holy men and women portrayed in the 
windows. See if you can find these six on the back wall. 
 St. John the Evangelist – shown in traditional pose holding a scroll and pen, was author of one of the Four Gospels. He was 

one of the original twelve apostles and a brother to St. James; 
 St. James Major – was a fisherman and one of the twelve apostles of Christ. His faith was of a burning nature and he was 

called “Son of Thunder.” He is shown with a cross-staff, as the first apostle to fulfill his mission of evangelism;  
 St. John Vianney – was known as the “Curé d’Ars” and his work of transformation in the village of Ars was not only an 

example for all France, but his fame spread throughout the world. He is shown with his hand raised in priestly benediction. St. 
John Vianney is the patron of the pastoral clergy; 

 St. John Neumann – a native of Bohemia, he came to America as a much needed German-speaking missionary. Education of 
both the mind and the soul were uppermost in his labors. In 1852 Bishop Neumann took over the See of Philadelphia. He was 
the American founder of the School Sisters of Notre Dame; 

 St. Elizabeth Seton – shown holding a rosary with her face and hand uplifted to Heaven, Mother Seton was born a Protestant 
but found comfort in Catholicism after she was widowed with five children. She started the first U.S. parochial school; 

 St. Frances Cabrini – shown in a familiar pose with her hands crossed before her, Mother Cabrini founded the Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart and was sent to the United States in 1889. She was canonized in 1946, America’s first saint. 



OUR CHURCH 

July 10, 2016 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Baptistry – Area of the church where baptisms are held. 
 

At St. John Vianney, the baptismal font is in the main body of the church so that baptisms can take place at Mass with the 
congregation present, for baptism is entrance into the community of the Catholic Church. Its high visibility reminds us each Sunday 
of the baptismal citizenship in Christ’s Church. 
(Taken from the Liturgy of Dedication booklet for St. John Vianney.) 
 

Holy Water Font – A dish or container for holy water, usually at the entrance of the church (may also be called holy water stoops). 
 

Baptismal Font and Pool – The receptacle used during baptisms to hold the water as it is poured. 
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OUR CHURCH 

July 17, 2016 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Baptistry – Area of the church where baptisms are held. 
 

Ambry – A recess in the church wall for storing the oils. 
 

Oils – Blessed olive oil used for sacraments. There are three kinds: Sacred Chrism (which 
is scented), Oil of Catechumens, and Oil of the Sick. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Easter Candle – The large elaborately decorated candle used to proclaim the resurrection. Also  
used at baptisms and funerals (also called the Paschal Candle). 
 

Holy Water Receptacle – A container used to hold the holy water. Holy water is regular water,  
blessed by the priest and used as a reminder of baptism and to bless other objects. At SJV, the holy  
water receptacle is located in the Narthex. 
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OUR CHURCH 

July 24, 2016 

WHAT’S THIS? 

Nave – The main body of a church building. 
 

Crucifix – A cross with the image of Christ on it. The crucifix on the rear wall of SJV is from St. John Vianney’s old church where 
it hung above the altar for 20 years. 
 

Pew – The bench where people sit in church. 
 

Stations – Fourteen (14) pictures or sculptures usually along the walls of the church depicting Christ’s passion and death. 
 

Lectern – The stand or reading table from which the cantor leads the singing. Sometimes announcements or prayers are also led 
from here. 
 

Vigil Lights – Candles which burn for a day or a week in a rack or on a side altar in church. 
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OUR CHURCH 

July 31, 2016 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Various Other Terms 
Aspergillum – The sprinkler used with the holy water. 
 

Ashes – Burned palm branches placed on the forehead as a call to repentance. 
 

Palms – Branches used to recall Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. 
 

Censer – A container on a chain in which is placed the charcoal on which the incense burns (also called a Thurible). 
 

Boat – A container which holds incense. 
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OUR CHURCH 

August 7, 2016 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Various Other Terms 
Pyx – The container used to bring communion to the sick. 
 

Sacrarium – A special sink in the sacristy used for purifying vessels and disposing of holy water.  It drains into the ground instead 
of the sewer system. 
 

Relics – Small pieces of bones, hair, or other artifacts from saints or associated with them. Altars in permanent churches often have 
relics imbedded in or underneath them. 
 

Reconciliation Room (confessional) – The place where confessions are heard. 
 

Pall – A large white cloth used to drape a casket at funerals. 
 

Pall – A small linen covered square used to cover a chalice. 
 

Priedieu – A portable kneeler. 
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OUR CHURCH 

August 14, 2016 

WHAT’S THIS? 
Eucharistic Chapel – The room where the tabernacle is located if not in the sanctuary. St. John Vianney’s Eucharistic Chapel is 
called the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parts of the Eucharistic Chapel 
Tabernacle – The box in which the Eucharist is stored for distribution to the sick. 
 

Sanctuary Lamp – A special candle burning next to the tabernacle 24 hours a day to remind us of Christ’s presence in the 
Eucharist. 
 

Altar of Repose – Table which holds the tabernacle. 
 

Ciborium (plural is ciboria) – The cup or cups used to hold the body of Christ. Usually has a cover. 
 

Monstrance – A vessel used to display the host or a relic. 
 

Pyx and Luna – The containers for the host that goes into the monstrance. 
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